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John Erdkamp brought his Wild Animal Czrcus car that he plans to brmg to the 2025 GGLS Spring Meet.
Inside are two Meanus Canus that can stun viewers with their cuteness!
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To qualify for membership, attend 2 monthly
meetings. At the first meeting, please introduce
yourself and obtain a membership application from the
Membership chairman or Secretary. At the second
meeting, return your completed application, a signed
release form, the yearly prorated club dues, together
with the $25 initiation fee and you are officially a
member.

CallBoy

Articles, pictures, photographs, items for sale or any
other information that would be of interest to the club
should be sent to Pat Young, the CallBoy editor at
phty95014@yahoo.com

Deadline for submittals to next month's issue is
the 19th!

2025 Calendar of Club Sponsored Events

(Dates may change without notice)

06/01 GGLS Spring Meet/Open House
06/08 General Meeting/Board Meeting
06/14 Club reserved for Shanna O'Hare

07/13 General Meeting/Board/Meeting/Swap Meet/
Membership Appreciation day

08/02 Club reserved for John Smith
08/10 General Meeting/Board Meeting

09/14 General Meeting/Board Meeting
09/20 GGLS Fall Meet

09/21 GGLS Fall Meet/Open House
09/27 PV&A, GGLS, SVLS Joint Meet
09/28 PV&A, GGLS, SVLS Joint Meet
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10/12 General Meeting/Board Meeting
11/09 General Meeting/Board Meeting

12/14 General Meeting/Board Meeting
End of Year Business Meeting

Announcements
Jon Sargent read about a tragic event that occurred on
April 4th, 2025 down at the BNSF Railroad yard in
Point Richmond.
A conductor working with the train where they load
cars off the ships in Point Richmond died when he was
coordinating two locomotives and five rail cars
attempting to couple. His colleagues running the train
realized they hadn't heard from him in a while so they
went back and saw that he was deceased when found
between two cars.
This tragedy definitely shows that we need to be
careful no matter what size train we are working with.

The water system has been flushed out and there has
been no difference in taste this morning where the Park
District hired a contractor to clean some dead rodents
out. All of the water systems here are flushed out so
there is no problem using the water for drinking &
washing hands.

Guest ad e Memberhi

Ben Newton, a mechanical engineer who moved here 6
months ago, is here to find out more about the club.

Eddie Daniels is also interested in learning about the

club and the hobby. She seems quite interested in the
tiny buildings around the club facility and might like
to try restoring or adding a new one.

Welcome to you all and we all want to say 'Hi' to you
both.

Railroading Activities
Sarah & Charlie Buhre went to Roots of Motive Power

in April, where they have a steam class yearly. People
can learn all about full size steam equipment in the
class including steam donkeys, steam cranes, steam
rollers and others.

They separated us into beginner, intermediate and
advanced level where they first put Sarah in the
intermediate & Charlie in the beginner level, but
switched after much discussion!

They also have a 2-6-2T steam locomotive, the Port of
Olympia and Charlie ended up being able to run the
Port of Olympia as a fireman for most of the day on
Sunday and Sarah learned to run the steam donkey, the
Ohio steam crane and the steam roller. It was a really
fun weekend and is highly recommended for club
members to learn about full size railroading
equipment!

Minutes of the General Meeting

Officer Reports
President: The water system has been flushed out and

there has been no difference in taste this morning
where the Park District hired a contractor to clean
some dead rodents out. All of the water systems here
are flushed out so there is no problem using the water
for drinking & washing hands.

Vice President: Stephen Fares asked if there are any
suggestions about our 90th anniversary celebration
next year. It has been suggested that we do a
commemorative pin, patch and shirt. If you would like
to help, or have more ideas, please email Stephen at

stephenfares@gmail.com.

Secretary: Please help out at our club events! We
always need volunteers and if you aren’t getting my
emails let me know.

Treasurer: John Lisherness reports that the club is in
good shape financially where electronic donations
have been increasing month by month, which is great!
Expenses this month were mostly with fuel & normal
maintenance costs.
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Safety: Nothing to report.
Director at Large: Sammy Tamez is excused.

Ombudsperson: Nothing to report but if you haven’t
paid your dues, please see Lisa Kimberlin.

Committee Reports
Public Train: Secretary Sarah Buhre filled in for

Public Train Chairperson Walt Oellerich to report that
the ridership have been very generous in their
donations.

As always, we need volunteers every Sunday so come
out and help, even for an hour or so.

Buildings: Rick Reaves reported that all the buildings
are still there! Nothing to report.

Grounds: Grounds chairperson Andy Weber was
absent but it is clear that with our many volunteers
recent efforts, the track looks great!

Track: Nothing to report with the track or the signals.

Locomotives: The RG#20 is down because of two
leaks, so we are re-rolling the tubes, which has been
great experience & learning opportunity. The front
truck pin of the RG #22 broke while running the Public
Train and Rich Croll is picking up parts to fix it. So
hopefully the locomotive will be fixed in time for the
Spring Meet and this is the same issue that we had for
the RG #20 several weeks ago.

No work has been done on the Atlantics as there have
been more pressing projects in front of it.

Shop & Rolling Stock: Rich Croll is excused.

Landscape: Jo Ann Miller says there is nothing to
report other than that Sarah Buhre is fixing up the little
green house in the Heinz Estates.

Roundhouse & Storage: Jon Sargent replaced the
waiting list on the bulletin board in the clubhouse, so
everything is up to date.

Security: Nothing to report.
Membership: New members please see Sammy in the
kitchen after the meeting and feel free to contact him

on any membership question.

Web/Library: Librarian Pat Young says there is not
much happening in the library, but he is noticing more

periodicals & reference materials. There are free
magazines in the boxes by the water fountain so take
them if you like. Just make sure not to take the
magazines that are initialed for club reading only.
CallBoy editor Pat Young is happy with the article
contributions to the CallBoy so please continue!
People enjoyed the article last month about the poison
ivy, which is very important information at the club, as
it is everywhere. Pat seems to have a problem with the
email roster as some people aren’t getting the online
CallBoy. If you aren’t getting your newsletter, please
get a hold of Pat (phty95014@yahoo.com) or Sarah.

Old Business
None.

New Business
None.

Meeting ended at 10:20 am.

Minutes of the Board Meeting
Present Board Officers: Jerry Kimberlin, Stephen
Fares, Jon Sargent, John Lisherness, Lisa Kimberlin,
Sammy Tamez, Rick Reaves.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Sammy Tamez
moved to approve minutes and Stephen Fares
seconded the motion. There was some discussion as
Jon Sargent pulled this meeting minutes copy from the
CallBoy rather than the original as there were a few
mistakes. The motion to accept the new minutes
carried unanimously.

General Business

Mel McDonough’s Celebration of Life: Jon Sargent
got a call back from Mel McDonough’s niece
Stephanie and she decided to do a celebration of life in
a restaurant in Daly City rather than at the club.
Stephanie & her family have been invited to the Open
House.

2025 April Attractions: We received a letter from our
mailbox at the Tilden Park corporate yard, which
arrived about two months ago from the National
Railway Historical Society. It said that they will print
the club information free in the 2025 directory of rail
attractions. Jon Sargent wrote to them to correct our
address & update the listing.

Club Facility Water Supply Quality: Water quality
at the club facility is back to normal & drinkable.
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Tree Removal: We need Rich Reaves to point out the
other two trees that need to be cut down so we can tell
the company which ones to take. Jon Sargent will
spray paint them when they are identified.

Meet & Open House Plans
Sammy Tamez got the sign to put up for the Open

House.

We want to clean up the club house for the Open
House to make it more presentable for the Open House
and members should be encouraged to bring tables &
display things.

We are not bringing in the Port-A-Potties for the event
so the public should use the restroom up at Redwood
Valley or our restrooms in the club house if they can’t
wait.

Jon Sargent called Sandy Morris about club
merchandise but hasn’t heard anything. He needs to
contact her to find out where to call about the patches
& pins.

Old Business

High Track Swing Bridge: John Lisherness has all
new drawings for the steel swing out section but wants
to talk to Paul Hirsh to see if his contact in Napa can
do the steel work (otherwise John Lisherness knows
someone). John Lisherness can do the aluminum
portion for the top once we get the steel part done. He
will need to come on Thursday to talk to Paul.

Stephen Fares has had some people talk to him about
bringing trains for the High Track. Over the summer
he will work on the High Track to refresh it and
address some structural issues.

New Business

Membership Appreciation Day in July: We will
barbecue rather than a more expensive catering and
maybe have other people take over the responsibilities
that the usual folks do so we can appreciate them too!

Meeting End: Adjourned at 11:29 am.

Bits and Pieces
Additional photographs by Bruce Anderson
& Pat Youn

Jerry Kimberlin was in his shop the other day and
came across some felt cutters he made several years
ago. You see, Jerry was not always a stand-up steam

kinda guy; he used to be a motorcycle type of guy
(collective gasp!). Joking aside, the motorcycles Jerry
worked on often had felt seals that were impossible to
obtain.  Well heck, we all know Jerry loves a
challenge, so he decided to make his own.

This of course required the manufacture of the cutters,
which cut both the Inside Diameter & Outside
Diameter in one operation by spinning in the drill
press and plunging through the material in a single cut.
Over the years Jerry found himself making many uses
of these tools to make gaskets & seals for his steam
engines.



Bruce Anderson needed to know if the axle pump on
one of his locomotives was working properly.
However, since there is a check valve between the
pump & the loco boiler, a test set-up was needed. So,
Bruce built a small boiler “simulator” so he could
observe any pressure decay, which would indicate the
pump was not sealing or pumping and thus would need
rebuilding.

And, on the subject of boilers, Bruce mentioned he is
looking into the LSB 8000 water treatment product as
a way to extend the life of his steel boiler. He has six
bottles available to others for $15 per bottle. His email
address is paralleler@att.net if interested.
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Rahim Pereira sent quite a while designirig &

building his latest Lego model. It is a well-
proportioned replica of an extended heavy hauler
tractor & trailer. Rahim walked us through how he

decides the size of the finished model based on the
selection of sizes & shapes of blocks available to him.
The doors work and the tractor-trailer connection is a
prototypical 5th wheel type.

Nice attention to detail!
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Mono Mata-Lee definitely has an artist’s eye for
composition & proportion. His latest creation is of a
tender locomotive made from objects in everyday life.
I was impressed with the incorporation of dissimilar
objects that blended & scaled together so well!
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Peter Kane was informed by his wife that his railroad
themed table lamp didn’t align with their current
décor, which prompted Peter to consider his options.
After remembering a photograph, dated August 1974,
hanging in the clubhouse showing GGLS junior
member Lofty Lofquist, Peter was moved to honor his
late lifelong friend and donated the lamp to the GGLS.
The inscription reads: “Donated to GGLS by Peter
Kane. In memory of Alden “Lofty” Lofquist IIl. May
2025

Thank you Peter. I think it fits our rustic Southern
Pacific décor perfectly!
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Charlie Reiter has been very busy recently, but
unfortunately he doesn’t have much he can actually
bring in to show. However, Charlie, whose former
professional life involved electrical & electronics, has
a true passion outside of steam . . . battery connectors.
Charlie uses Anderson Connectors (50-amp minimum)
for battery locomotives as they make battery
connect/disconnect easy, and prevent misconnection.
Available in multiple colors for color coding.

Charlie also brought along one of the wheel sets for his
current geared locomotive. The axle has hardened
sleeves and Teflon thrust washers made using the
pressure turning technique (see last month’s Bits and
Pieces). But Charlie had a small problem where he
needed to broach a key way slot into the axle & mating
gear. The axle key way was a piece of cake, but
Charlie didn’t have a broach guide to fit in the 15/16”
gear Inside Diameter. So, as usual, he made one and
then performed the broaching operation successfully.
And the project moves forward.

From what I’ve seen this engine should be interesting .
.. and different!

A. J. McCord

EXPIRES DECEMBER 35T 1963

Sammy Tamez is still finding treasures while going
through his collection of work-related memorabilia and
brought them in to share with us before donating to the
San Leandro Historical Museum.

The first was the Order of Railway Conductors &
Brakemen 1963 retirement card of Sammy’s relative.
The artwork has a classic presentation and is definitely
a reflection of its time.
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The second was a small handheld fire extinguisher that
originally held carbon tetrachloride as the fire
suppressant. This material worked great but turned out
to cause health issues and was phased out in the mid-
20th century.

Before our own Bits and Pieces chairperson Jeremy
Coombes began his orchestration of the Bits and
Pieces segment, he related a cautionary tale where he a
a near death experience during one of his travels.
Driving on a road with a middle turning lane, a car
behind another car shot out across Jeremy's car. His
quick reflexes save him & the young offending driver
from a potential serious injury or worse.

It just shows that it just takes just one dumb
component in a situation to delivery death &
destruction to all the participants involved.



Free for the Taking
Mighty Casey Train & Track

February 23, 2023

[

loved it but now it's time to pass it on to anyone that
may be interested.
Its a Remco Mighty Casey train & tracks, plus parts.

It's free so the first person responding gets it.
It appears to be taken apart. We don't know if it works
but the :winner” can pick it up in Cupertino,

California.

Contact Pat Young if you want it.
phty95014@yahoo.com

Bob Morris gdve this to me years ago. he grand kids

Make an Offer
1” Electric Rail Bender
March 10, 2925

The GGLS Board of Directors has decided the club no
longer needs this rail bender. It is electrically 120 volt
powered and it does run.

It can do bending of 1" high rail and the purchaser can
pick it up at the GGLS club facility.

It comes with a metal cover and if you are interested in
this, make your best offer to:

Rich Croll
railroc66(@yahoo.com
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